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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity in Risen Christ,

The universal Church celebrates the birthday of the Blessed Virgin
Mary on 8th September every year. We love Mother Mary so much
and want to honor her on this Feast Day!! Just as every family
rejoices when a child is born, the entire Christian family rejoices
at the birth of Mary. Her coming into this world was not an
ordinary birth, but the dawning of hope, the first rays of salvation,
and the beginning of the great mystery of the Incarnation of Jesus
Christ.

The birth of Mary prepared the way for the birth of our Savior.
When Mary entered this world, humanity began to see the light of
God’s plan more clearly. We celebrate not simply the birth of a
holy woman, but the birth of the one chosen by God to be the
Mother of His Son.

Mary’s Birth: Sign of God’s Faithfulness : The Scriptures tell us
that God is always faithful to His promises. For centuries, the
people of Israel longed for the coming of the Messiah. The prophets
spoke of a virgin who would bear a son, and He would be called
Emmanuel, “God-with-us” (Isaiah 7:14).

The birth of Mary is the clear sign that God’s plan was unfolding.
She was born in Nazareth, to simple and humble parents, Joachim
and Anne. Yet, in this humble beginning, God prepared the most
pure and holy vessel to bear His Son.
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Dear faithful, when we celebrate Mary’s birthday, we are reminded
that God never abandons His people. Just as He fulfilled His
promise by sending His Son through Mary, He continues to be
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fv faithful in our lives. In moments of struggle, doubt, or weakness, ‘Zv
;: let us look at Mary’s birth as a reminder that God’s plan is always at work. ;:
} Mary, the Model of Holiness and Motherhood : From the very }
1' beginning, Mary was full of grace. She was chosen and preserved 1'
:: from sin so that she could be the spotless Mother of the Savior. ::
} Yet, she lived her life with great humility, obedience, and love. :v
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Her holiness is not something distant from us. Rather, it is an
invitation to all Catholics to live a life of faith, purity, and trust in
God. Mary teaches us:

e To listen to God’s Word and treasure it in our hearts.

e Tosay “Yes” to God’s plan, even when it is demanding.

e To care for others, just as she cared for Elizabeth and

interceded for the couple at Cana.

As a mother, Mary is close to us. She knows our struggles, our
joys, and our hopes. Like a mother, she consoles, guides, and
protects us. Today, on her birthday, let us renew our love for her
and entrust our families, our parishes, and our diocese into her
maternal hands.
As your shepherd, I invite every parish, religious community, and
family to celebrate this feast with deep devotion. Pray the Rosary
together, especially for peace in our world. Teach children to love
Mary, for she is their heavenly mother.
Let us also remember the poor, the sick, and the lonely on this day.
Mary’s heart was always open to those in need. Celebrating her
birthday is not only about prayer but also about acts of charity. By
caring for others, we honor her Son, Jesus.
On this joyous feast, let us raise our hearts in thanksgiving to God
for the gift of Mary. Her birth brought joy to her parents, hope to
Israel, and salvation to the world through Christ.

I entrust all of you, my dear brothers and sisters, to the loving care
of Mary, our Mother. May she intercede for our diocese, our
families, our youth, our priests and religious, and all who seek God
with a sincere heart.
May Mary, whose birthday we celebrate, lead us ever closer to her
Son Jesus, the source of our salvation and peace.
I wish you all happy feast of the Birth of Mother Mary
and Our Lady of Good Health.
God Bless you all!

With my prayers and blessings,

% Lawrence Pius, D.D.,

Bishop of Dharmapuri
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BISHOP’S DESK
Iyd Iy 4
% 1. Annual Retreat for the Diocesan Clergy - 2025: %
Iy d vy 4
¥ An important reminder to all the diocesan priests about the &:
Iyl . Iy
£ Annual Retreat. The Retreat begins on 21* September (Sunday #;
A . . .. Lk
¥4 evening) to 26™ Friday - September lunch at the Benedictine ¥
Yyd . . . Iyd
%% retreat centre, Kengeri. All the Diocesan priests are expected to %
% . . . . .. . 5
<% participate in this spiritual exercise. You are expected to be there
B A
¥i on 21" September evening latest by 7.00 pm without fail. %:
{v Kindly announce the same to the people and ask them to pray {v
¥+ for the retreat and also tell them that there will be no mass during %:
Iyd . . Iy
£ these days of retreat in the parishes. You are hereby requested ;
RIS . . . . 5
¥2 to bring your Breviary, Bible and your Mass Diary. P
Iyt Ty
5 . . . %
< 2. Girl Child Day on September 8, the Birth Day of Mother
5 Marv: P
& Mary:
Tyd Iy
2 . . . . %
@4 Holy Mother Church in India annually celebrates the Girl Child
Tys . . . . Jya
$& Day on this day. This year too, I remind you to celebrate this
*x . . . . . . b
<% day, focusing very specially on the alarming situation of the girl
W . . . .
B child. Their number is decreasing very fast. I hope and pray this B
Jv issue may become a priority of our focus, as it affects the whole Jv
DO DA
%% human race at the same time. %
Iyl Tyd
% . . 5z
w4 3. Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity: P
Tyd Ty4
S . . . DA
<% As per the recent TNBC directive, the Mass stipend for all
DO DA
% Masses will be X150, effective 01% September. Kindly inform the
< faithful to adhere to this stipend amount when giving Mass <
DO DA
¥+ intentions. B
b i
b i
b i
B8
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BISHOP'S PROGRAMME- SEPTEMBER 2025  |&
{% Date & Day Time Programme {%
£¢:[Sept.2" Tuesday [10.30 am |Emmaus Trust Meeting,Villupuram i
: Sept.3 06.00 pm |Flag hoisting & Mass at St. Mary’s :
, Wednesday Nagar,Dharmapuri ,
5 /Sept.5th 10.00 am |Diocesan Pastrol Council Meeting, &
#4|Friday Pastoral Centre s
<:[Sept.6t 09.30 am [Blessing of Renovated Church and Feast |
%s|Saturday Mass, Thenkaraikottai s
< |Sept.7h 08.00 am |Feast Mass,Agraharam B
% |Sunday 12.15 pm |40th day mass for Mrs.Arul Mary s
% Santhanam, Sion Malai P
= 06.30 pm |Feast Mass,Pochampalli b
< |Sept.8h 07.30 am |Feast Mass,Chennai <
+:Monday 11amto |Marian Day Seminar - SHS Seminary, | %:
P 01pm Poonamalle P
% [Sept.9n & 100 Pastoral Course - SHS Seminary, &
72 |Tue -Wed Poonamalle S
< Sept.12th 09.30 am |Keynote Address, Philosophy Symposium <
%a|Friday - SHS Seminary, Poonamalle B
<:|Sept.13 12.00 Retirement function Teachers day, Don |
% |Saturday noon Bosco School,Krishnagiri &
: Sept.14h 11.00 am |Betrothal Ceremony of Nephew,Chennai :
: Sunday 07.00 pm |Feast Mass,Pappirettipatti :
< (Sept.15h & 16t Classes at St.Peter's Seminary, o
%i:|Mon -Tue Bangalore &
¥4/Sept.17t to 19t Golden Jubilee of St. Peter’s Institute, |
5| Wed - Fri Bangalore P
4(Sept.20 Classes at St. Peter's Seminary, b
| Saturday Bangalore 8
< Sept.21st 09.00 am |Feast Mass,Shoolagiri <
#4|Sunday X
<:|Sept. 22 t0 26" 19.00 pm  |Clergy Annual Retreat starts... P
< |Mon-Fri i
%% SEPTEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER 9 ¥




PROCURATOR DESK - SEPTEMBER 2025

Surplus Mass Intentions

Carried Forward| 856,550.00

Parish Priest - Sundampatti

79Mass @ 120

9,480.00

Parish Priest - Dasarapalli

89Mass @ 100

8,900.00

Parish Priest - Dharmapuri

82Mass @ 150

12,300.00

Parish Priest - Thenkaraikottai

30Mass @ 120

3,600.00

Parish Priest - Mathagondapalli 221 Mass @ 150

33,150.00

Parish Priest - Denkanikottai

23Mass @ 100

2,300.00

Parish Priest - Elathagiri

555 Mass @ 120

66,000.00

Total| 992,280.00

Diocese Development Fund

Carried Forward | 183,892.00

Parish Priest - Biligundu

1,200.00

Parish Priest - Kovilur

6,500.00

Parish Priest - Uthangarai

3,000.00

Parish Priest - Sundampatti

15,000.00

Parish Priest - Mathagondapalli

5,000.00

Parish Priest - Selliampatti

5,880.00

Parish Priest - Denkanikottai

6,000.00

Parish Priest - Dasarapalli

3,000.00

Parish Priest - Thenkaraikottai

1,500.00

Parish Priest - Hosur

56,000.00
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Parish Priest - Mathigiri

8,000.00

2,000.00

4,000.00

1,000.00

6,000.00

16,000.00

5,500.00
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*:| Parish Priest - Shoolagiri

: Parish Priest - Visuvasampatti

*:| Parish Priest - Kaveripattinam

: Parish Priest - Bommidi

*2| Parish Priest - Sesurajapuram

: Parish Priest - Onnalavadi
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Parish Priest - Elathgiri 32,000.00 |
Parish Priest - Dharmapuri 10,000.00 |
Parish Priest - Divine Nagar 8,000.00

Total | 379,472.00

z| Seminarians Fund

Carried Forward 12,600.00
Parish Priest - Krishnagiri 10,500.00
% | Parish Priest - Dharmapuri 10,000.00
:{|Mr.A.S.P.Selvam - Divine Nagar 1,000.00
Vincent the paul society - Hosur 10,000.00

Total 23,100.00

<| Cathedral Fund

Carried Forward| 780,700.00
;| Mr.Nathan Josephin - Chennai 10,000.00
‘| Mr.Joseph Suresh - Chennai 25,000.00
% | Mrs.Rita Joseph - Chennai 25,000.00
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7| Mr.Francis - Mathigiri 1,000.00
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Total| 841,700.00

Bishop Medical Fund Via Bishop
Carmel Retreat Centre - Sogathur 31,000.00
Parish Priest - Selliampatti 10,000.00
Parish Priest - Krishnagiri 20,000.00
Parish Priest - Denkanikottai 5,000.00
Parish Priest - Shoolagiri 3,000.00
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Parish Priest - Dharmapuri 10,000.00

*a

2: Parish Priest - Dharmapuri 20,000.00 i:
} Parish Priest - Dharmapuri 10,000.00 :v
<£: [ Parish Priest - Poolapatt 5,00000 |
% Parish Priest - Poolapatt 10,000.00 |¥
[ Parish Priest - Kadakathur 4,000.00 |
} Parish Priest - Savadiyur 3,000.00 }
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Parish Priest - Kempathpalli 5,001.00
Parish Priest - B.Pallipatti 7,000.00
Parish Priest - B.Pallipatti 10,000.00
Nagamangalam 10,000.00
Parish Priest - Dasarapalli 5,000.00
Parish Priest - Elathagiri 7,000.00
Parish Priest - Puspagiri 5,000.00

Total | 180,001.00

- Fr. Isaias, Procurator
Office : +91 94434 10245, Personal : 9976493330
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%  Vatican News for the Month of August, 2025 3

% 1.Pope’s theme for 2026 World Day of Peace: ‘Peace be with
¥ you all’

%% Pope Leo XIV releases the theme for the 2026 World Day of Peace,
s “Peace be with you all: Towards an ‘unarmed and disarming’
<: peace,” as the Vatican Publishing House produces a book entitled

%% “And Let There Be Peace.”

+; The Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development
#+% released a statement on Tuesday offering details about Pope Leo
¥+ XIV’s chosen theme for the 2026 World Day of Peace.

35 “Peace be with you all: Towards an ‘unarmed and disarming’
s peace” is the theme for the annual celebration dedicated to
<% universal peace, held on January 1, the liturgical Solemnity of
%% Mary, the Mother of God.

< The theme, noted the press release, “invites humanity to reject the
%% logic of violence and war, and to embrace an authentic peace based
¥+ on love and justice.”

¥% “The greeting of the Risen Christ, ‘Peace be with you’ (Jn 20:19),
4 is an invitation addressed to everyone—believers, non-believers,
<% political leaders and citizens—to build the Kingdom of God and to
#2i work together to build a humane and peaceful future,” concluded
¥+ the statement.

#% 2.Cardinal Parolin: Liturgy is a 'place' of closeness, hope, sign
s of peace

«: At the opening of the 75th National Liturgical Week in Naples,
Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin reflects on how the
liturgy embodies the Jubilee Year’s central theme of hope,
interwoven with faith and charity.

His reflection, entitled “The liturgy nourishes and sustains hope,”
framed the days ahead, during which some 500 scholars and
liturgists will explore the theme: “You are our hope. Liturgy: from
contemplation to action.”

Hope, contemplation, action, peace - These four words capture the
heart of Cardinal Parolin’s reflection.He reminded listeners that
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faith in Christ “our hope,” as proclaimed in the Te Deum and the £
Jubilee itself are “realities that we celebrate and live in the liturgy.”

For those burdened by fatigue, fragility, and sin, he said, the
liturgy becomes the place where one can abandon oneself to God’s
love and mercy.

Nourishment for faith and love - For the liturgy to truly feed faith
and hope, he continued, we must “experience God in the
celebration,” training our hearts in His presence through
contemplation.
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Contemplation, he explained, is not simply “feeding the eyes,” but 3
a deep inner encounter with God that leads outward to the Other. :
It is “the attitude of recognizing God’s gift in the liturgy the Paschal %
Mystery of Christ present in the sacraments, above all in the £
Eucharist, in the Word, in the minister, and in the assembly.” :
The invitation is to discover “the beauty of the liturgy,” the beauty £
of God’s saving love revealed in Christ’s death and resurrection, }
as Pope Francis highlights in Evangelii gaudium. :
b
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Seekers of God - Contemplation stirs wonder, Parolin said,
“allowing ourselves to be nourished by the hope that comes from
the Mystery we celebrate.” This fuels the spiritual life, opening
arms to receive the gift.

But for this to happen, liturgy must be inclusive: capable of
sparking wonder in children and young people, adults and the
elderly, people with disabilities, and migrants in all who hunger for
God and His love.

In this way, liturgy becomes both a sign of humanity’s hope in God
and a sign of hope for the Church, which still counts many “seekers
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¥4 of God.” B
:: Weaving life and liturgy - “The liturgy lifts our eyes to heaven, but i:
fv always within the concreteness of life,” the Cardinal noted. Only iv
;: when ritual and life are joined together does celebration become a ;:
%% source of hope. B
=« P
¥: Linking liturgy and life, contemplation and action, makes us Z'
;: “crafttmen of unity.” Holding together sacramentality and
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humanity, he said, enables us to respond to those who ask the
reason for the hope within us.

A sign of hope and refuge - Cardinal Parolin stressed that the
liturgy must increasingly become a “place” of closeness, hope,
freedom, hospitality, and refuge. Sometimes, he said, it is the only
truly welcoming place, uniting rather than dividing, where people
recognize themselves as a community.

He pointed to the Holy Family parish in Gaza City, hit by bombings
on July 17 in which three people died, yet which remains “one of
the rare if not the only signs of hope in that devastated land.”

Around 500 Christians pray and find shelter there in the house of
God. “The house of prayer,” he said, “becomes a dwelling and
refuge for God’s people and for all who are persecuted or
oppressed—a sign of sure hope.”

The gift of peace - “The essence of the liturgy is peace,” Cardinal
Parolin affirmed, “the gift of the Risen Christ. It is not just a
symbol but authentic peace, true communion.”

This peace is the fruit of the celebration and “is already experienced
within it, spreading out to the whole world - and we are its first
bearers.” If the liturgy is celebrated with inner truth, he concluded,
we become witnesses of hope and peace.

“It would be beautiful,” he added, “if at the entrance of every
church one could read: ‘Be nourished by hope, you who enter
here.” For hope is Christ Himself, alive and active in the liturgy.”
3.Pope: I pray the weapons in Ukraine fall silent and the path
to dialogue be opened

On Ukraine’s national feast, Pope Leo XIV send a message to the
president of the war-torn nation, assuring his prayers for the
country and its people.

Marking Ukraine’s national feast on the 24th of August, Pope Leo
XIV has sent a heartfelt message to President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, expressing his spiritual closeness to a nation scarred by
the ongoing violence of war.
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£ “With a heart wounded by the violence that ravages your land, I 5
%% address you on this day of your national feast,” the Pope wrote.

The Holy Father particularly remembered the wounded, families
bereaved by the loss of loved ones, and all those who have lost
their homes. “May God Himself console them,” he said, praying
that the Lord might “strengthen the injured and grant eternal rest
to the departed.”
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‘4
The Pope also appealed for the conversion of hearts and the ‘:
silencing of weapons, imploring God to inspire people of good will ¥
to embrace dialogue and to open “the path to peace for the good of J
all.” 5;
Concluding his message, Pope Leo XIV entrusted the Ukrainian §
nation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, invoking her
maternal intercession upon a land in search of healing and ¥
reconciliation. {
4.We remember Pope Pius XII’s call for peace, 86 years on V}‘
Exactly 86 years ago, Pope Pius XII appealed for peace in an {
attempt to help avoid World War Two. His words still resonate v}‘
today. <
On Thursday, August 24, 1939, Pope Pius XII turned to the &
airwaves with a desperate call for peace. Speaking at 7pm Rome J
time, he urged leaders - and anyone willing to listen - to prevent a %
looming world war. His plea came just days after the Soviet Union V}‘
and Nazi Germany signed a pact dividing their spheres of influence. {
Yet his words continue to echo. His phrase “nothing is lost with i:
peace” was recently cited by Pope Leo XIV as relevant to today’s J
world. b
Wars are again raging in Ukraine - where Russia on Sunday i"
claimed to take over two villages as part of new territorial gains in ¥
the eastern Donetsk region - as well as in Gaza, Ethiopia, Sudan, %

P
. Haiti, Myanmar, and other hotspots. These armed conflicts are ¥
v . . . . Iy
“; believed to have killed and injured at least hundreds of thousands

% and displaced millions. %
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%5 Eighty-six years ago, Pius warned against such destruction: “It is 3
“s by the force of reason, not the force of arms, that justice makes its
<% way. Empires not founded on justice are not blessed by God.
i Politics divorced from morality betrays those who promote it.”

+; His voice, in 1939, still carries a warning for today’s turbulent
2% world.
<> 5.Church in Thailand equips seminarians for deaf ministry

%+ The Catholic Church in Thailand is stepping up efforts to
<% strengthen pastoral care for the Deaf, beginning with a training
*% program for seminarians at Fatima Minor Seminary in the
%« Archdiocese of Thare-Nongseng in the northeast of the country.
< Fr. Peter Bhuravaj Searaariyah, Director of Pastoral Ministry for
%% the Deaf of the Diocese of Chanthaburi and of the Catholic Bishops’
@+ Conference of Thailand, led the training program from August 22—
«: 24 with the support of the seminary director, Fr. Chatchai Nilkhet.
#s The sessions introduced seminarians to basic pastoral approaches
¥+ for ministering to the Deaf, religious sign language terminology,
= participation in Thai Sign Language (TSL) Mass, and reciting the
‘v« Liturgy of the Word in sign language.

< Encouraged by the response, Fr. Peter plans to expand the training
%% to other minor seminaries in the country, as well as to novices of
w4 male and female religious congregations. “The goal is to prepare
= future priests and religious to serve the Deaf with understanding
# and compassion,” he said.

¥4 “There will be at least three sessions, each lasting at least two
=% days,” he told LiCAS News.

Fr. Peter stressed that pastoral care for the Deaf requires more than
language skills. “Many Deaf people live in isolation and feel
excluded from opportunities hearing people take for granted,” he
said.

Effective ministry, he added, means listening attentively, building
trust, and ensuring access to sacraments and community life.

He noted that some Deaf Catholics feel neglected by the Church,
making it urgent to develop specialized pastoral care similar to that
offered to migrants and travelers.
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Bl Ordination Day Wishes

} Rev.Fr. N.S.IRUDAYANATHAN - 29.9.1972
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