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BISHOP’S MESSAGE B
Tt Ty
i . . %
¥* My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity P
Iyd Ty
B . v
¥+« Holy Mother Church celebrates the feast of Epiphany on 5% &
Tyt . . . . . I
<& January this year. The ‘epiphany’ is the culmination of the <
Ps : . . . Pg
7« great joy of the season — the manifestation of Christ to the %
% . . . . . «u
¥+ Gentiles, symbolized in the three Magi, Caspar, Melchior and ¥
Ty . . Ty
i Balthassar. The mystery hidden for ages in God - adumbrated
%+ in the Old Testament — has now been revealed, and we, with &
¥ the wise men, ‘rejoice with great joy’. B4
o o
B 7
<i The gifts they offered symbolize the mission of Christ, as the ¥
Tyd . Iy
£& One sent by the Father for the redemption of the world: Gold, ;
%« for a king; incense, for a priest; and myrrh for the body of the
<: One who would give His life as redemption for us all. %
DR Ty
« «%
<'§ “Arise [Jerusalem], shine; for your light has come, and the <'§
Ry . 3
%% glory of the Lord has risen upon you” (Is 1:1) eI
B4 B
Ty . . . . Ty
& The ancient, evocative oracle of Isaiah in a way foretells the 2
%4 light that shone on the stable in Bethlehem on Christmas night, %
Jg anticipating the angels’ song: “Glory to God in the highest, Jg
o0 i i o
¥ and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased” (Lk 33
o8 . . .. . A
w4 2:14). In a certain sense, in pointing to the light the prophet is
5 pointing to Christ. As it shone for the shepherds seeking the <
RAY Ipd
B2 Ty
‘s« new-born Messiah, so this light shines today on the path of the 7
S €<z
XY Magi, come from the East to adore him who was born King of ¥
Igd Ty
*& the Jews. o5
Tyd Ty
B A «%
Tyt . . Iy
-;3_3 The Magi represent the peoples of the whole earth who, in the -;;_3
s light of the Lord’s birth, set out on the way leading to Jesus
:;ZY‘Q and, in a certain sense, are the first to receive that salvation ,';
Ted . . . . Tpa
-;:A_E inaugurated by the Saviour’s birth and brought to fulfilment in -;;_E
%% the paschal mystery of his Death and Resurrection. When they
& reached Bethlehem, the Magi adored the divine Child and %
Pé . . . . Po
&% offered him symbolic gifis, becoming forerunners of the peoples 3
B Tee
B A4 <
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: AW
<v§ and nations which down the centuries never cease to seek and {%
%% meet Christ. B
Iyd Typd
::E The Epiphany can be looked on as a symbol for our pilgrimage ::E
;:% through life to Christ. 9:%
:'§ This feast invites us to see ourselves as images of the Magi, a :'é
s people on a journey to Christ LR
Py pos
{% The group that adored Jesus and offered Him gifts: It was {%
¥+ composed of the shepherds and the Magi. The shepherds &:
:; offered the only gifts they had: love, tears of joy, and probably Ié
<% woolen clothes and milk from their sheep. The Magi, %
¥+ probably Persian astrologers, were following the star that %
{g Balaam predicted would rise along with the ruler’s staff over {g
74 the house of Jacob (Num 24:17). The Magi offered gold, in
}E recognition of Jesus as the King of the Jews; frankincense, in }E
;:\2 acknowledgment that he was God, and myrrh as a symbol of ;:%
%« his human nature. “Like the Magi, every person has two great
{% ‘books’ which provide the signs to guide this pilgrimage: the {%
#% book of creation and the book of Sacred Scripture. What is 1
¥« important is that we be attentive, alert, and listen to God Who =
{g speaks to us, who always speaks to us.” (Pope Francis) {g
:'E Let us worship Jesus at Mass, every day if we can, with the :'E
Iy . Ty
%% gold of our love, the myrrh of our humility and the
¥« frankincense of our adoration. Let us offer God our very i
{g selves, promising Him that we will use His blessings to do {%
:,E good for our fellow men. :,E
::‘% Let us plot a better course for our lives as the Magi did, ::%
}E choosing for ourselves a better way of life in the New Year by }E
:{% abstaining from proud and impure thoughts, evil habits and ;:%
v« selfish behavior and sharing our love with others in acts of %
{% charity. {%
}E Let us become stars, leading others to Jesus, as the star led the :vE
<'§ Magi to Him. We can remove or lessen the darkness of the evil <'§
< <
3::;;,?;AE:J;A_E?;AE';;AE?;AE:?;AE?;AE?;AE';';E?&i?&i?&i?’;i?&E?&i?&i?&i?&i?&i?&E?&Z?&E?’;i?&E?&E?&i?&i?&i?gﬁ?&igé
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B
{% around us by being, if not like stars, at least like candles, {%
}E radiating Jesus’ love by selfless service, unconditional }E
{g forgiveness and compassionate care. {g
;:\é Like the Magi, let us offer Jesus his gifts to us on this feast of ;:\é
% Epiphany: b
B , o . . Ry
«% (a) The first gift might be friendship with God. After all, the £
v« whole point of Christmas is that God’s Son became one of us
{g to redeem us and call us friends. God wants our friendship in {g
}E the form of wholehearted love and devotion. :,E
<% (b) A second gift might be friendship with others. This kind of ¥
%+ friendship can be costly. The price it exacts is vulnerability
{g and openness to others. The Good News, however, is that, in {g
:,E offer%ng friendship to others; we will receive back many :,E
,:% blessings. ,:%
¥ (c) A third gift might be the gift of reconciliation. This gift ¥
{% repairs damaged relationships. It requires honesty, humility, {g
:,E understanding, forgiveness and patience. :,E
‘:% (d) The fourth gift of this season is the gift of peace: seeking {%
}E God’s peace in our own lives through prayer, the Sacramental }E
{% life and daily meditation on the Word of God. It is out of {%
%« humble gratitude that we give Him from the heart our gifts of &
:; worship, prayer, singing, possessions, talents and time. As we :;
{% give our insignificant, little gifts to God, the good news is that {%
%+ God accepts them! Like the Magi offering their gifts of gold, &
{g frankincense and myrrh, we offer what we have, from the {g
i,‘é heart, in response to what that Child has given to us - Himself. q:,‘é
;:\% I wish you “A Happy New Year 2025” & “A blessed and ;:\%
¥« joyous Epiphany” to you all!!! e
;'§ May God bless you all. ;'%
;:3 With my prayers and blessings, ;:z
:': % Lawrence Pius, D.D., }:
::E Bishop of Dharmapuri ::E
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<: 1. World Day of Peace: World day of Peace is celebrated on 2
Iypd Iyt
#i 1"January every year. It can be celebrated also on any
%« convenient day near to it. Our world shows increasing s
Jg evidence of grave threats to peace. The World Day of Peace Ig
e ) g
%% has been celebrated since 1968 on the first day of every year.
<« B A4
Iypa . .. Tpd
%% 2. The Church Unity Octave: The TNBC Commission for i
<« . . . . . B
7+ Dialogue and Ecumenism in an effort to strengthen Christian s
< unity has marked out the week from 18" to 25" January, 2025
o . L. . . . <.
74 as the Christian Unity Octave. It is an occasion for every s
B .. £x
¥+ Christian to remember and reflect on the prayer of Jesus, 7
Ty . . Ty
si “May they all be one” (Jn. 17:21). Unity octave is an g;
¥« invitation for all of us to deepen our unity and fellowship with
73 all Christian brothers and sisters. I call upon all the parish 3
Ipd Ipd
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priests to make every effort to make the celebration of the
unity octave meaningful and fruitful.
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3. Reminder about Collections: Many thanks to all the
parishes, convents and institutions that have contributed
generously to the Mission Sunday. Those who have not yet
handed over the Mission Sunday, Good Friday and Holy
Childhood collections of 2024 are hereby requested to do so by
the 25"0f January 2025 in order to help us to send the amount
to the Propagation of Faith, Rome. Christmas Mid Night Mass
Collection for Pro Afris is to be remitted to the Procurator as
early as possible.

4. ANBIAM Month: Basic Christian Communities -
ANBIAM has led to a greater involvement of Laity in the
Church and in the rediscovering of the essential nature of the
Church’s existence. We celebrate the ANBIAM Month every
year in the month of January in order to rejuvenate in us the
spirit of communion. Let us celebrate this month as ANBIAM
month which is from 01.01.2025 to 31.01.2025. The necessary
handbills are being given to you. You can use the Handbills as
well as Posters for the Anbiam Celebration. I request all the
parish priests in the parishes where BCCs exist to make efforts
to celebrate every Sunday of this month in a meaningful way.
Let me take this chance to remind other parish priests of the
parishes in which BCCs do not exist to make efforts to form
the BCCs at the earliest.
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5. Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity: As you all know we need
badly local funds to complete the work of our new Cathedral.
Kindly be generous and co-operate in selling the raffle tickets
already given to you, motivating the people about the attractive
prizes that could be won. In case you have not handed over the
sold tickets and money to the Procurator, please do so at the
earliest are the following:
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Kindly note that the dates for the draw of the Cathedral raffle,
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%% % 19th January 2025 - Draw of the parish raffle, 8.30am
e at the Cathedral B
Iya Typa
g % 26th January 2025 - Draw of the school raffle, 6.00 pm :
P at Krishnagiri parish P
Iy Ty
<& . . . o
72 Expecting your earnest co-operation to sell as many tickets as 7
Iy . . . . Iy
<= possible during this extended time. <%
Po po
Ty . Ipd
%z 6. Clergy Monthly Recollection for the month of January
¥+ 2025 will be at Vicariate level. B
Tya . Ty
% 7. Papal Intention for the Month of January: For the right &%
% . x
¥4 to an education Pa
Iyl Iypd
«u . «x
¥+ Let us pray for migrants, refugees, and those affected by war, ¥
Tyd . . . . . . Typd
< that their right to an education, which is necessary to build a £
¥+ better world, might always be respected. v
T T
4 soeal 2_Medésns. .. S
5 . . . . . . .t
P HeobaLwimb s, Slsdaeer, Gumleormed LMS&ssLUILILLOUT 5
'VA-‘ . . . . 'VA-‘
-;;}3 HEHHHTH QM FDHS 2 0ems& &LLMDESS CHemeuuwmer 9:‘.3
fvé sebesa&mer  Sleursefleor 2 iflewmd  eTIGUMGHILD  LHSHSLILIL fvé
Ty . . . . . Ipd
B (Beuevor®BLD 6T60TM|  LDEOTHMBEEUMLD. &
Ty '.VY‘A
e BISHOP’S PROGRAMME - JANUARY 2025 v
Iya Ty
#%| Date & Day | Time Programme B
B B
.; Jan 18t 11.00 am |Youth feast and mass, SHCollege, :;
e . g
74| Wednesday Tirupathur B
#:|Jan3rd Friday ~ |11.00am |Consultors Meeting B
R - 2
«|Jan 5" Sunday  05.30 pm |Flag hoisting, Infant Jesus Cathedral g2
< Salem <
<« . B A
¥2|Jan 9 Thursday [09.00 am |Keynote address, SVD National B
Ipd . . . Ipd
5% Seminar,Vadipati R
<« B
<:Jan 100 Friday ~(04.00 pm |Inauguration of Jubilee Mass, St.Peter's | &
% Pontifical Institute <
P rd B
Ipd Ipd
S'AW .1"W
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Jan11th Saturday |03.30 pm |[Mass Retreat center,Gudiyatham

Jan12h Sunday |05.00 pm [Mass, Jesus Youth,Salem

Jan13th Monday |05.00 pm [Mass and Convention, Cana Retreat
center

Jan14th Tuesday |09.00 am [Feast mass,Selliyampatti

Jan15h Wednesday |11.00 am |Talk and Mass Arulalayam, Chennai

06.00 pm |Feast mass Kellampakkam, Chennai

Jan16" Thursday {11.30 am [Mass, Retreat, AnbalayaDenkanikottai

Jan17t Friday  |{10.00 am [Feast mass Antoniyar Nagar,
Sesurajapuram

Jan18th Saturday {11.00 am [Requiem mass, Chennai

Jan19h Sunday |08.30 am [Mass followed by draw of raffle, Cathedral

Jan20th Monday Zonal meet, Ecumenism, Tiruchirappalli

Jan2(th -22nd TNBC Half yearly meeting, Pillar,

Mon - Wed Madurai

Jan231 Thursday Central Zone meeting, Ecumenism,
Madurai

Jan25h Saturday [10.00 am |Ordination of Dn.Pradeep,
Mercedarian,Kempathpalli

Jan26" Sunday {09.30 am |First holy Communion and Confirmation
mass, Adaikalapuram

06.00 pm |Mass followed by draw of raffle,

Krishnagiri

Jan27th -20th Classes St.Peter’s seminary Bangalore

Mon - Wed

Jan30t Thursday |03.00 pm |Retreat, mass,Sogathur

Jan31stFriday  |09.00 am [Nuptial mass, Chennai
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P Vatican News - Month of December 2024 P
Ipd Iypd
<« B A
¥* Pope Francis opens Holy Door inaugurating 2025 Jubilee P
;'% Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of Saint Peter's Basilica ;'%
-;:53 thereby officially inaugurating the 2025 Jubilee of Hope. He -;7:(3
*% reassures during his Christmas evening Mass that the Christ Child £
%« of Bethlehem offers the world infinite hope and joy. b2
B . . e B
%5 As Pope Francis opened the Holy Door of Saint Peter's Basilica, i
¥+ the evening of 24 December 2024, he ushered in the widely- &:
v+ anticipated 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope. Pe
Ipd Ipa
B . . . . B A
¥+ With the liturgical gesture of the Door's opening at the start of s
¥* the Christmas Mass during the Night, as explained in the papal 73
I . . . pd
.';{% bull for the Jubilee Spes non confundit, the Pope inaugurated the .';{ig
{3 Ordinary Jubilee, a historic event taking place every 25 years.The {3
%% Ordinary Jubilee will conclude with the closing of the same Holy -
¥« Door on 6 January 2026, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the
%+ Lord. P
7 ¥
Iga Typd
<« B
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The significance of the Holy Door

The Holy Door is deemed 'Holy' since it calls all those who enter
through it to walk in holiness of life. In the footsteps of the Pope,
during the singing of the Jubilee hymn, representatives of the
entire People of God crossed its threshold, as a prelude to the
countless pilgrims of hope from every country and language who
will visit St. Peter's Basilica and celebrate the mysteries of
salvation during the Holy Year. 3
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Pope Francis at the threshold of the opened Holy Door of
Saint Peter's Basilica 2
The origin of the custom goes back to Pope Martin V who, for
the Extraordinary Jubilee of 1423, opened a Holy Door to enter
the Lateran Basilica. In St. Peter's, it was first used for the &
Jubilee of 1450. <
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Its location, the rear wall of the chapel dedicated by Pope John
VII to the Mother of God, corresponds to a place where it is
found today. Pope Alexander VI, in 1500, endowed this symbol
of the opening of the Jubilee with a ritual that remained virtually =
unchanged over the centuries, until the turn of the millennium,
when in the year 2000, the removal of the former brick wall was
replaced by the ceremonial opening of the bronze Door already in =
1983.

The last opening of the Holy Door for an Ordinary Jubilee was
when Pope St. John Paul II had done so in the Year 2000. Pope
Francis opened the Holy Door in 2015 for his 2016 Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy.
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Jubilee to strengthen faith and recognize Christ in our midst
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"During the Holy Year," the Pope has prayed, "may the light of =
Christian hope illumine every man and woman, as a message of
God’s love addressed to all! And may the Church bear faithful 7.
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;' witness to this message in every part of the world!" <
< <
<% Restoring us to Our Father's embrace b
<z The Pope picked up the Jubilee theme of hope in his homily. He <
;: began recalling the Gospel passage according to St. Luke which ;:
%« recounts when the angel of the Lord, bathed in light, illumines the £
< . . . g ] . ;4
By night and brings glad tidings to the shepherds: 'l bring you good By
< <
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The end to wallowing in mediocrity

Significantly, Pope Francis underscored, the Jubilee "is a
summons not to tarry, to be kept back by our old habits, or to
wallow in mediocrity or laziness."

“It is a summons not to tarry, to be kept back by our old habits,
or to wallow in mediocrity or laziness”

The Pope recalled Doctor of the Church Saint Augustine's having
suggested that hope calls us to be upset with things that are wrong
and to find the courage to change them.
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¢ With this in mind, as disciples of the Lord, the Holy Father
g encouraged, "we are called to find our greater hope in Him, and .‘;-jg
= then, without delay, carry that hope with us, as pilgrims of light =&
: : . " <.
: amid the darkness of this world. Rl
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z Rediscovering joy of encounter with the Lord -;;_3
4 v
4 . . - . Ipd
: "Brothers and sisters," the Pope reminded, "this is the Jubilee." o)
: e
1 «%
g "This is the season of hope in which we are invited to rediscover i'g
< the joy of meeting the Lord," he stressed, adding how the Jubilee
%5 "calls us to spiritual renewal and commits us to the transformation %
v« of our world, so that this year may truly become a time of
s« jubilation." B
B «%
Iyd Iypd
v« Pope at Christmas UrbietOrbi: May we become pilgrims of
¥+ hope, peace, and unity P
7¢ Wishing everyone a "a serene and blessed Christmas," Pope
Ipa . . . . Ipd
<z Francis celebrates the joy of this day on which we celebrate the <+
DA . St
% birth of Lord Jesus, "the mystery that never ceases to amaze and
%% move us." He underscores how "the door of God's heart is %%
B A . . . «%
v« always open" and may we "be reconciled with God" and with one
¥* another for a world marked by peace and harmony. fya
Ipd Ipd
B A4 <
4+ “The mystery that never ceases to amaze and move us was
7 renewed this night: the Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son
Iyt . . o N . . Iod
<z of God, wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a <
DA . . . . BA
#5 manger. That is how the shepherds of Bethlehem, filled with joy, 15
7« found him, as the angels sang: 'Glory to God and peace to men'” %
B %
e . : : . N
% At midday on Christmas morning, Pope Francis gave his &
%% customary Christmas greetings and message from the central
B A4 <
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loggia of Saint Peter's Basilica before the crowds in the square s
and live to people watching around the world via media. At the &5
conclusion, he imparted his blessing "Urbi et Orbi" - to the city &
and the world as he also does on Easter Sunday.
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The Pope began his Christmas message explaining that the joy we
celebrate today comes from an event that took place two thousand
years ago - the birth of the Lord Jesus, the eternal Word of
salvation - "made new thanks to the Holy Spirit" and which
continues to speak to every man and woman today, saying, “I
love you, I forgive you; come back to me, the door of my heart is
open!”

He emphasized how "the door of God’s heart is always open" and
called on us to return to the heart "that loves and forgives us" and
lets us be reconciled to Him.

Holy Door of salvation open to all

Recalling the Holy Door he opened in Saint Peter's Basilica
yesterday evening inaugurating the Jubilee of 2025, the Pope
explained this Door "represents Jesus, the Door of salvation open
for all," and the Good Shepherd, who awaits us with open arms.

e g g g e e e Ak da e e Ak da A da A A da -da
AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAG A GG GG A A G

A A
ﬂ Y S O Y iy SV Y Y Y vy S Y Y Sy vy S Y S vy vy Y S N vy Y Y Y S S S Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y VY NEYY EVY Y Y Y

o as
SR TS I I

wide open! Come! Let us be reconciled with God, and then we
will be reconciled with ourselves and able to be reconciled with
one another, even our enemies. God’s mercy can do all things. It
unties every knot; it tears down every wall of division; it dispels
hatred and the spirit of revenge. Come! Jesus is the Door of
Peace.”
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Courage to cross the threshold

The Pope acknowledged how crossing the threshold of that Door
requires courage because we have to sacrifice our old ways and
mindset, putting behind wus disputes and divisions, and
surrendering ourselves to God's love. “This Christmas, at the
beginning of the Jubilee Year, I invite every individual, and all
peoples and nations, to find the courage needed to walk through
that Door, to become pilgrims of hope, to silence the sound of
arms and overcome divisions!”
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May weapons be silenced
Turning to the challenges facing our world, the Pope prayed that
the sound of weapons may be silenced in war-torn Ukraine and
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urged for a strength and openness to negotiation and dialogue for
a just and lasting peace. He prayed for an end to war in the
Middle East, recalling the Crib of Bethlehem and Christian
communities in Israel and Palestine. He prayed especially for
Gaza, where the humanitarian situation is dire, saying "may there
be a ceasefire, may the hostages be released and aid be given to
the people worn out by hunger and by war."

“May there be a ceasefire, may the hostages be released and aid
be given to the people worn out by hunger and by war.”

Pope Francis also expressed his closeness to the Christian
communities in Lebanon and in Syria in the midst of transition.
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He prayed "the doors of dialogue and peace be flung open 2'
throughout the region, devastated by conflict." He also ::
encouraged the people of Libya as they work for national 3
reconciliation. ¥
Humanitarian help for the suffering 9
The Pope prayed the birth of the Saviour we celebrate today may

inspire hope for the many thousands of children suffering from a =
measles outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burkina
Faso, Mali, Niger and Mozambique. He pointed out how this
humanitarian crisis is due primarily to human causes - armed
conflicts, the scourge of terrorism - and worsened by climate ¢
change, forcing the displacement of millions and putting many at
mortal risk.
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Pope Francis during the Christmas blessing from the central
loggia of Saint Peter's Basilica
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Pope Francis during the Christmas blessing from the central
loggia of Saint Peter's Basilica
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The Pope remembered the peoples of the Horn of Africa, praying
for "the gifts of peace, concord and fraternity" for them, as well
as the civilian population of Sudan, so that desperately needed
humanitarian aid may reach them and new ceasefire negotiations <.
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&% may take place. &
<€ <
<% Prayers for dialogue and social harmony b
<z May Christmas bring comfort to the people of Myanmar, the <
%% Pope prayed, where the ongoing conflict has inflicted great i
z, suffering and displaced so many. Remembering the Americas, the z,
s« Pope encouraged political authorities and people of good will to =
pa B2
By <
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work together to overcome divisions with justice and truth and to s
promote social harmony and the common good to which people
aspire. He mentioned Haiti, Venezuela, Colombia and Nicaragua. 3
The Pope remembered the people of the island of Cyprus, now
fifty years a divided island, praying that the walls of separation
may come down and that a mutually agreed upon solution can be
found in full respect for the rights and dignity of all communities.
Jesus awaits us

“Jesus, the eternal Word of God made incarnate, is the wide-open
Door that we are invited to enter, in order to rediscover the
meaning of our existence and the sacredness of all life, and to
recover the foundational values of the human family.”

The Pope underscored how Jesus awaits us at the threshold,
"especially the most vulnerable," such as the children suffering
due to war and hunger, and the elderly often forced to live
abandoned and in solitude. He described how the Lord awaits
those who have lost homes, fled homelands for safety, lost jobs
and cannot find one, those in prisons, and people enduring
persecution for their faith.

Gratitude for all

The Pope praised those who give of themselves in service, doing
good, and helping others, remembering parents, educators and
teachers, "who have the great responsibility of forming future
generations." He thanked healthcare workers, service men and
women, charitable organizations, and especially missionaries
throughout the world as "they bring light and comfort to so many
people in difficulty."
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Forgive our debts

In conclusion, the Pope prayed that this Jubilee offer an
opportunity to forgive debts, especially of the poorest countries.
We are all called to forgive others, as "the Son of God, born in
the cold and darkness of the night, has forgiven our own," the
Pope recalled, and as the Lord "heals us and forgives us."
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“As pilgrims of hope, let us go out to meet him! Let us open to
him the doors of our hearts, as he has opened to us the door of
his heart. I wish everyone a serene and blessed Christmas.”
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Chrls'mus Celebrations
Christmas Celebration by Health Care Commission,
Feast Mass at Kovilur
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