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BISHOP’'S MESSAGE
% B
« . . . . . <«
w4 My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity in Risen Christ, B2
B Ja
.. -V

Holy Mother Church celebrates the most significant event in
human history - the resurrection of Jesus Christ! On 20" April
2025 Easter Sunday, we rejoice in the truth that Jesus, who was
crucified on the cross, has risen from the dead.It's a celebration
of joy, hope, and new life.

The disciples came, with hearts aflame
To find the tomb, empty and plain
Their sorrow turned, to joy and delight
As they beheld, the Resurrection's light

He rose from death, to life anew

To give us hope, and see us through
The Resurrection, a gift so grand

A promise kept, by God's loving hand

So let us celebrate, this day of might
When Jesus rose, in the morning light
And let our hearts, be filled with cheer
For the Resurrection, is hope that's clear

In John 20, we see the empty tomb, the folded grave clothes,
and the testimony of the disciples. Mary Magdalene, Peter, and
John all witnessed the empty tomb, and their lives were forever
changed.
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¥+ 1. Rejoice in the risen Savior. Let us praise God for the gift of :
<% Jesus and His resurrection. <

< <
<v 2. Reflect on the significance of the resurrection. Let us consider {
¥+ how Jesus' resurrection impacts our lives and our relationship
& with God.
%% 3. Respond with faith and obedience. Let us respond to the &
} resurrection by living out our faith in obedience to God's Word. }
b4 oy
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{j As Pope Francis reminds us, "The resurrection of Jesus is not a

}4 merely private event; it is a public, historical fact that has a ;;
,: direct impact on our lives" (Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi,2013). {g
% b A
# The resurrection of Jesus is a call to: <
}4 1. Mercy: Jesus' resurrection shows us that God's mercy is }E
J: greater than our sin. We are called to extend this same mercy to :g
£% others. &5
% b
:: 2. Hope: The resurrection of Jesus gives us hope for eternal life. :::
,: We are called to live with hope, knowing that our present {v
:,\‘S sufferings are not in vain. :,E
Iyd Iyd
::E The resurrection of Jesus is not just a historical event; it's a ::E
{E powerful reminder of God's love and redemption. Jesus' {\f
#% resurrection shows us that: R
}E 1. Sin and death have been defeated. Jesus' resurrection }E
{E demonstrates His power over sin and death. {\f
RIS x5
‘:‘2 2. We have hope for eternal life. Because Jesus rose from the ‘:‘2
}E dead, we can have confidence in our own resurrection and }E
::: eternal life. :::
‘:V 3. We are forgiven and reconciled to God. Jesus' resurrection ‘:v
}i confirms that His sacrifice on the cross was accepted by God, }:
<% and we are forgiven and reconciled to Him. <
RIS L
‘:V As we celebrate Easter, let us: ‘:v
}i 1.Encounter the Risen Christ: Let us seek a personal encounter }:
% with Jesus, just like the disciples did.
b BA
‘:5 2. Share the Good News: Let us share the message of Easter ‘:5
}E with others, that they may also experience the hope and mercy }E
Tvd . . Ty d
s of the risen Christ. %
¥ 3. Live with Hope and Mercy: Let us live out our faith with :
{é hope and mercy, knowing that we are called to be witnesses of {é
:,E the risen Christ. :,E
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%3 Living Out the Resurrection <
bA .. . . . b
72 As Disciples of Risen Christ, we are called to live out the ¥
& resurrection in our daily life. 4

Die to Self: We must die to our own selfish desires and
ambitions, and rise with Christ to a new life of service and
sacrifice.

Walk in Newness of Life: We must walk in the newness of life,
empowered by the resurrection, and reflect the joy, hope, and
love of the risen Christ.

Proclaim the Resurrection: We must proclaim the resurrection
to a world in need, sharing the Good News of salvation with all
people.

As we celebrate Easter, let us rejoice in the risen Savior,
continue to reflect on the significance of the resurrection, and
respond with faith and obedience and also share the good news,
and live with hope and mercy.

May the risen Christ be our hope, our joy, and our strength
Happy Easter!

Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for the gift of Jesus and His resurrection. May
the truth of Easter fill our hearts with joy, our minds with
wonder, and our lives with obedience.In Jesus' name, we pray.
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¥+ Amen.

P . . "
1 s With my prayers and blessings, 1'
D4 . -Y
B % Lawrence Pius, D.D., &
Pt Bishop of Dharmapuri
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BISHOP’S DESK
v b
¥ 1.Clergy recollection and Sanctification day: Clergy Monthly
Iy Iy

Recollection for the month of April and Priests Sanctification
Day will be held on April 14th, Monday, 2025, at the Bishop’s
House, Gundalapatty from 09.30 a.m onwards followed by
Chrism mass in New Cathedral at 05.30 pm.

Recollection place: Bishop’s House, Time: 9.30 am.
Chrism mass place: New Cathedral, Time: 5.30 pm.

2.Presbyterate and Diaconate Ordination: This year we are
happy to have Deacons. Robinson and Savio to be ordained as
priests and Bro. Arun Benny to be ordained as deacon for our
diocese. We welcome them wholeheartedly into the
presbyterate. Let us all congratulate them and above all pray for
them. The Priestly and Diaconate ordinations will be held on
24th April, 2025 (Thursday) at 05.30 pm at Sacred Heart
Cathedral (new cathedral), Dharmapuri. All the priests and
religious are welcome for this joyous celebration.

3.Common Collections: Let me remind you of the Christmas
Collection 2024, and the collection for Holy Childhood
(February).Holy Thursday, Good Friday collections of 2025
which are to be remitted to the Procurator. This is to show our
solidarity with the universal Church.

4.Congratulations to all the Parish Priests: Sincere
appreciations and congratulations to all the parish priests and the
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VFs for taking efforts to conduct Way of the Cross, Pilgrimage, 3
7% Retreat at the Parish/Vicariate level during this Lenten season 3
<; which strengthened the people spiritually! o
{ 5.Reminder of the Paschal Duty: The Paschal Season is a {
¥+ season of highly fruitful pastoral activity. Let me remind all the
& parish priests of the Paschal duty of visiting all the families and
%: blessing the houses. This is a duty of prime importance. %
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6.Vocation Camp: The Vocation Camp for our diocese is to be {3
held on 29" and 30™ April, 2025 at Don Bosco Matric Higher
Secondary School, Krishnagiri. Kindly send boys who have
completed X std & XII std. Also youngsters who have
completed any degree courses for the Camp. I earnestly request
all the parish priests and heads of the institutions to take extra
care regarding the prime duty to foster good vocations for
priesthood as our diocese is in dire need of priests.

caraa eaa sad o4
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% 7.First Holy Communion & Confirmation: The Parish Priests
* who would like to have the Sacrament of the First Holy
: Communion and Confirmation in the parishes kindly contact me
+ in advance and make the necessary arrangements. A group of 12
*: and above is sufficient for good catechetical preparation and
+ celebration of confirmation. Kindly make use of the summer
% holidays of the schools for the preparations.

8.Heads of the Institutions: Admission of all the catholic
children in catholic Schools is the policy of the CBCI and
National CRI. It is important that all the catholic educational
institutions come forward to execute this policy voluntarily.
Hence, I remind all the heads of the catholic schools in the
diocese of Dharmapuri to admit all the catholic children who
seek admission in catholic schools run by the Diocese or by
Religious Congregations. Priority should be given to them in the
selection of groups of study and in hostel or boarding facilities
if available.
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:'V 9.Vacation Bible School: As in the past, parish priests are
£ encouraged to conduct VBS in their parishes for children. This
g way the children will spend their summer holidays usefully. The }

¥ parents also will be happy about it. %
{E 10.Hunger and Disease: A special collection for the {
% CAMPAIGN AGAINST HUNGER AND DISEASE during 3
& Lent. Parish priests, the heads of the institutions and religious &
& are kindly requested to take special effort to increase the &
}E 10 NEWSLETTER APRIL 2025 }
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%5 customary collections of the campaign against Hunger and
Disease during Lent. The faithful should be properly motivated
for a generous contribution in this campaign which is a practical
and concrete expression of practicing penance. The amount
collected is to be remitted to Fr. Mariappan, Director, DSSS at
the earliest to be forwarded to Caritas India to help eradicate
poverty and misery of the Poor, especially of the African
countries.

11.Papal Intention for the Month of April: For the use of the
new technologies

s g -
44444

IS
\cn e g g o
HAGA GG

Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will not replace
human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and
will help us face the crises of our times.

guged  LNpsSHeTET  SdsphesulaT  EGHE  : YSW
QSMBleOMILLMIGET60T LIWeTLN(® LD60N%H 2 _Me)&Enhsd LDMhmns
Slemowing. &g edfls  LDMevoTemU  LDE&HEYLD,  HMHE&ITED
BheEREEmeT  admesteTen 2 _sHelLeyd  GeustorGeLDeT
8emmeuevfiiLLb GeuevorGEeumLD.

BISHOP’S PROGRAMME- APRIL 2025
31.03to Personal Retreat, Yercaud
04.04.2025
Mon — Fri

04.04.2025 | 06.00 pm Mass & Way of the Cross
Friday Thenkaraikottai

05.04.2025 | 05.30 pm Mass & Vicariate Way of the Cross | ¥
Saturday at Selliampatti
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%:[06.04.2025 | 09.00 am Mass followed by Pastoral vist,
| Sunday Bommidi o
¥ 06.00 pm Mass ( End of Retreat) Krishnagiri ¥
< 10.04.2025 | 09.30 am DPC general body meeting, Pastoral <
4| Thursday center i
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%% 11.04.2025 | 06.00 pm Mass & Way of the Cross, Cathedral |
%:| Friday e
¥ 12.04.2025 | 05.30 pm Mass & Vicariate Way of the Cross | £
%4 Saturday at Kathampallam 5
¥ 13.04.2025 | 08.00 am Palm Sunday mass, Krishnagiri %
| Sunday
¥4] 14.04.2025 | 09.30 am Priests’ sanctification day, B2
| Monday recollection, Bishop’s House e
& 05.30 pm Chrism Mass, New Cathedral S
[ 17.04.2025 | 06.00 pm Maundy Thursday service, Sipcot &
| Thursday 5
[ 18.04.2025 | 05.00 pm Good Friday service, Hosur
<% Friday ¥
%1 19.04.2025 | 10.30 pm Vigil Mass, Cathedral %
2| Saturday B
] 20.04.2025 | 09.00 am Easter Mass, Selliampatti
%+ Sunday s
[ 23.04.2025 |10.00 am Ordination of Dn.David Stanly OSM | 55
%:| Wednesday at Christupalayam o
[ 24.04.2025 | 05.30 pm Diocesan Ordinations to Diaconate | ;
| Thursday and Presbyterate, New Cathedral &5
4] 25.04.2025 | 08.30 pm Pascha Event, Inauguration, Kovilur | &:
5| Friday
%) 27.04.2025 | 06.30 am Mass, Kovilur
;| Sunday 10.30 am Silver Jublie mass of Sr.Amala %
< (Cluny) at Christupalayam <
B 04.30 pm Jublilee Inaguration (Denkanikottai | ¥
Po Vicariate) at Dasarapally P
%] 28.04.2025 | 10.00 am Prison ministry meeting, Salem b
#:| Monday
3] 29.04.2025 | 10.00 am Feast of St.Antony, Dasarapally <
4| Tuesday B
) 30.04.2025 | 11.30 am Mass Vocation camp, Don Bosco B
: Wednesday School, Krishnagiri :
: 12 NEWSLETTER APRIL 2025 :
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Diocese of Dharmapuri - Vocation Camp 2025 &
B W
DA . . . DA
e The Vocation camp for the year 2025 is going to be held ¥
Iy Iy,

on 29th & 30th April 2025, Tuesday and Wednesday at Don
Bosco Matric Hr. Sec. School, Krishnagiri.

Date : 29th and 30th, April, 2025 (Tuesday & Wednesday)
Venue: Don Bosco Matriculation School, Krishnagiri.

May I kindly request you to make an announcement in
your parish in the forthcoming weeks. I make an appeal to you
to send the boys who have completed 10th to 12th and Graduates
to the camp and help the diocese to have more vocation.

Thanking you,
Fr. A. Arockia Savariappan
Rector & Diocesan Vocation promoter
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COLLECTION FOR LENTEN CAMPAIGN
R AGAINST HUNGER AND DISEASE -2025 &
R - - vk
P Religious Contribution =
%+ |Dharmapuri Viccariate : b
i Parish (or) Name of the Donar Amount | 33
3% Place %
¥+ |Palacode Cluny Convent 1000.00] ¥
JV Dharmapuri SMMI Convent 4000.00 :v
£ | Vimalapuri Amala Convent 5000.00]
*% - - POy
iys , .| Bethlemite Sisters, Sacred Heart ips
#% | Nellimarathupatti 2500.00| =
Mt. School
<& [Irudayapuram IC Convent 500.00| &
DA Ty
2% |lrudayapuram Amala Hostel 500.00 | 5
%4 | Selliampatti SMMI Convent 1000.00 | s
% |Kadagathur Fathima Convent 1000.00] ¥
& | Kovilur Nirmala Convent 1000.00 5
%« | Selliampatti Cluny Convent 1000.00] &
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<% [Krishnagiri Viccariate : <
% | Krishnagiri St. Clare's Convent 3000.00 | &
<% |Krishnagiri St. Thomas Women's Hostel 1000.00 | ¥
% |Krishnagiri Immaculate Convent 500.00 | ¥
Krishnagiri St. Anne's Hr. Sec. School 2000.00 ¢
Krishnagiri St. Clare's Hospital Community 2000.00
Krishnagiri St. Francis Convent 1000.00
Krishnagiri St. Francis Hostel 1000.00

1000.00 1
2000.00

Elathagiri
Elathagiri

St. Anne's Hospital
Immaculate Convent, FIHM

Krishnagiri St. Louis Hospital 2000.00/ ¢
Krishnagiri St. Anne's Nursery and Primary 2000.00
Harur Viccariate :
Bommidi St. Therasa's Convent 1000.00 ¢
Harur St. Mary's Hr. Sec. School 1000.00 | ;
Harur St. Anne's Primary School

St. Anne's Nursery and
Harur Primary(English n¥edium) 1000.00
Harur Sacred Heart Convent 1000.00
B. Pallipatti SMMI Convent 1000.00
Thenkaraikottai | St. Louis Convent 500.00] ¢

Denkanikottai Vic

cariate :

Mathagondapalli

Our Lady's Convent

1000.00 ¢

Mathagondapalli

Our Lady's Primary School

1000.00

Mathagondapalli

Lourdes Hospital

1000.00

Mathagondapalli

Our Lady's Hr. Sec. School

1000.00

Christhupalayam

Arulagam Convent

1000.00] ¢
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Adaikalapuram Cluny Convent 1000.00

Hosur Viccariate : 3
s | Sipcot St. Joseph Academy Convent 1000.00 :
<% [Sipcot St. Joseph Academy 3000.00] ¥
%% [Sipcot St. Joseph College 5000.00

4 | Sipcot St. Joseph College Convent 1000.00 }
& [Sipcot St. Joseph Mat. Hr.Sec. School | 3000.00] &
& |Sipcot St. Joseph Matric. Convent 1000.00|
¥+ | Mathigiri Fathima Convent 1000.00| ¥
¥ [Mathigiri Fathima Hospital 1000.00] ¥
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% | Mathigiri Fathima Nursery & Primary 1000.00| ¥
B School v
pa Total - 1 64500.00 ¢
£ |Harur Arulagam Jesuit Residence 1000.00| £
05 Total - 2 1000.00| 4
bAS B A
P Grand Total (1+2) 65500.00] %
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Vatican News for the Month of March, 2025

1.Pope Francis to be discharged from hospital on Sunday

Pope Francis is scheduled to be discharged from hospital on
Sunday, 23 March. He will return to Casa Santa Marta after the
Angelus, during which he will greet and bless the faithful from
a window of the Gemelli Hospital at noon.

Pope is improving and increasingly uses less high-flow oxygen

Pope Francis will be discharged from Rome’s Agostino Gemelli
Hospital on Sunday and he will return to his residence in the
Vatican to continue his convalescence.

Speaking to journalists on Saturday evening, Doctor Sergio
Alfieri, head of the Gemelli Hospital medical team that has been
treating the Pope for an acute respiratory tract infection and
bilateral pneumonia said “The good news the world and
everyone is waiting for is that tomorrow the Holy Father will be
discharged. Tomorrow he will return to Santa Marta.”

Doctor Alfieri, flanked by the Pope’s personal physician, Doctor
Sergio Carbone, explained that the decision to discharge the
Pope follows steady and rapid medical improvements in his
clinical condition and the lifting of the prognosis.

He noted that the past week has seen significant improvements.
He confirmed that when the Pope was admitted to hospital on 14
February, he was suffering an acute respiratory insufficiency
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¥z due to a polymicrobial infection that resulted in bilateral

)
* 4

% pneumonia. This, he explained, necessitated a combined
2 pharmacological treatment. Ple

)
<
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%4 Answering questions put to him by reporters, Alfieri reiterated
2 that the bilateral pneumonia has been successfully treated, but
== time is needed for a complete recovery.

7% Thus, the Pope has been prescribed at least two months of
*% convalescence, during which he will be receiving medical care
%% and will be taking an adequate period of rest.

¥ Alfieri noted that the Holy Father’s health is improving steadily,
%+ and the hope is he will soon be able to resume a work schedule.
¥+ This however, he pointed out, does not mean he will
+: 1mmediately be able to start meeting with people and groups as
*% he did before.

&z The doctor also reiterated, as medical bulletins informed during
% the Pope’s entire period of hospitalization, that Pope Francis has
@ proved to be a “good” and collaborative patient, always heeding
< the indications of the medical team.

#* He also confirmed that during this time the Pope suffered two
< critical episodes, during which his life was in danger. He was
7% given non-invasive mechanical ventilation and high-flow oxygen
s therapy, but he was never intubated and was always alert and
i oriented.

ws+ He said that a temporary “loss of voice” after bilateral
<% pneumonia and its treatment is normal, and he said Pope Francis
*% does not suffer from diabetes.

+: Asked what the life of the Pope will be like when he gets home,
*% Alfieri said that with the continuing rehabilitation therapy,
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%+ hopefully he will soon be able to resume his normal activities. &
S S C . %
%% Pointing out that throughout his time in the hospital, the doctor s
oo . . . P
¥+ said Pope Francis has always stayed in touch with current ¥
¥2 events, both church-related and political, and - as we have seen ¥
Iyd . . . e e Iy
& - has continued to dedicate himself to work activities. &
% . . . b
#2 He is happy to be discharged, he reiterated, and as all doctors 2
Iyt « . Iy
s agree, “the best way to recover is to do so at home.” R
© <«
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2.Pope expresses 'great joy' over prayers of support

Pope Francis tells pilgrims from dioceses across Italy that he is
overjoyed to know that "you are united to me, and among
yourselves, in the Lord Jesus".

In a brief message from Rome's Gemelli hospital, Pope Francis
on Saturday greeted groups of pilgrims from dioceses across
Italy currently in Rome for the Jubilee Year.

These pilgrimages, the Pope wrote, "express the unity which
joins you as one community around your pastors and the bishop
of Rome". They also demonstrate, he added, the pilgrims'
"commitment to accepting Jesus' invitation to enter through the
narrow door".

Love, the Pope said, always fulfils these dual functions of
"uniting us and helping us to grow together". For this reason,
he explained, God had brought the pilgrims together at the tomb
of St Peter, "from which you will be able to set off even stronger
in faith and more united in charity".

'Great joy' over 'unity' with pilgrims

The Pope then thanked the pilgrims for their prayers for his
health.

"Recently, I have very much felt the support that comes from
your closeness," the Pope said, "particularly the prayers which
you have been accompanying me with."

"Even though I can't be with you physically," the Pope
continued , "I want to express my great joy in knowing that you
are united to me, and among yourselves, in the Lord Jesus".

Pope Francis drew his message to a close by assuring the
pilgrims of his prayers, and asking for theirs in return: "I bless
you and pray for you. And please: continue to pray for me too".

3.Cardinal Parolin: ‘There is no longer any respect for
humanitarian law'

The Holy See Secretary of State expresses concern about the
“systematic violation of international law”, especially the
bombing of civilians and the killing of aid workers. He also
comments on Pope Francis' recovery, saying the Pope will
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% continue to work on the most important issues, but needs time
¢4 to rest.

< “We are very concerned about the systematic violation of
#% international law”.

¥4 Those were the words of Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro
& Parolin, expressing the Holy See’s apprehension about the
%% resumption of various conflicts around the world — particularly
w4 the recent violence in the Gaza Strip, which Pope Francis
<% condemned yesterday in his Angelus message.

%+ The Israeli Embassy to the Holy See responded to the Pope today
¥4 via its account on X, affirming that Israel was acting in
+% accordance with international law.

%+ Cardinal Parolin - speaking on the sidelines of this afternoon's
<: event at the Augustinianum, entitled ‘Vatican Longevity
#% Summit: defying the clock of time’ - told journalists that the
%+ Pope's appeal “is a call to stop, to find ways of dialogue and
W¥: peace”.

% “Recently,” the Cardinal Secretary of State said, “we spoke with
%+ the Red Cross and they too are very, very much in difficulty.
#¥* The bombing of civilians, the killing of humanitarian workers —
s these are all actions that go precisely against humanitarian law,
¥ and today there is no respect for humanitarian law. This is one
s of the great limitations of this period: there is no respect for
< humanitarian law anymore.”

%% The Pope's health

% Asked about Pope Francis’ condition following his release from
+: Rome’s Gemelli Hospital after a 38-day stay, the Cardinal
#% explained that the Pope “will now need to convalesce” and “be
s at rest”.
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£ It is too early, Parolin said, to predict what the Pope’s future &
%4 schedule will look like. “For now,” he explained, “only the
¥ most important matters—those requiring his decisions—will be
<% presented to the Pope, to avoid overburdening him. Then, as he &
D& . . D4
%% gets better, we will get back into the normal rhythm.” A
oy N «
74 Address to the Summit P
<'3 In his address to the ‘Vatican longevity summit’, the Cardinal &
A . . -V
%% stressed that “longevity is one of the great challenges of our &
A <«
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& time” because it is not only a medical issue, but one that &
¥4 “touches society as a whole, involving economy, culture, ethics
¥ and spirituality”. P
Iy Iy

Pontifical Academy for Life presents 'Vatican Longevity
Summit'

“We live in an age in which limitations and frailties tend to be
denied, as if old age were a problem to be hidden away,’
Cardinal Parolin said.

“But life is a gift and preserves its value in every phase of
existence,” he added, warning against “seeking after biological
immortality, forgetting that true fullness is found, not in the
quantity of years, but in the quality of relationships, in love
given and received, in the profound sense of being part of a
community.”

For this reason, the Cardinal urged that scientific and
technological research be oriented towards the “integral good of
the person” and “the service of human dignity and universal
fraternity”.

“Longevity cannot become a privilege reserved for the few, nor
a new form of social inequality,” he reiterated, quoting Pope
Francis’ words on the topic.

Lastly, Parolin again stressed the importance of relationships
between the young and the old to bring about “intergenerational
solidarity” and avoid a “culture of individualism”.

Pontifical Academy for Life presents 'Vatican Longevity
Summit'

The Holy See Press Office presents the Pontifical Academy for
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Life-organized Summit taking place 24 March on the theme 3

"Vatican Longevity Summit: challenging the passing of time," §
¥ with high-level speakers including Nobel Prize winner Dr.
+; Venkatraman Ramakrishnan. <
‘, 4.Ukraine: Pain, loss, faith, hope and resilience ‘:
} The head of the JRS International Reconciliation Programme }
J speaks of the ongoing sorrow, fear and grief of war-struck J
& Ukrainians alongside the crucial humanitarian and spiritual
%+ support provided by the Church. Despite donor fatigue, the need
} APRIL 2025 NEWSLETTER 23 }
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¥; for aid remains critical and the people look to the world for =

‘v

‘A

i+ continued support. ¥
¥ Danielle Vella, head of the Jesuit Refugee Service’s =

%% International Reconciliation Programme, has just returned from
w4 Ukraine, where she accompanied Fr. Christian Marte, an
% Austrian Jesuit deeply committed to standing in solidarity with
#% the Ukrainian people.

¥ She spoke to Vatican News about their journey across the
<% western and southwestern regions of the country offering a
%% testimony of the profound suffering and resilience of a nation at
%4 war.

*: “These are considered the safest regions,” she notes, “yet they
%% are deeply affected. Bishop Teodor Matsapula, from a Greek
ws Catholic diocese in Transcarpathia, put it plainly: ‘As part of the
i body of Ukraine, we feel the pain of our families and parishes
=z whose members have died. We have funerals of soldiers in our
%4 church almost every day.’”

<: She tells of how everywhere, she saw memorials: rows of
%% photographs of fallen soldiers, cemeteries awash in yellow and
%+ blue, adorned with flowers and personal mementoes—
¢ keychains, stuffed toys, images of children and pets. “It feels so
#i strange to memorialize a war that is still going on,” she says.

s “All those we met were united in their grief and loss: loss of
< loved ones - killed or missing in action; loss of those who fled
¥% the country; and loss of life as they knew it and of their
%+ communities as they knew them”.

+: Concern for the soldiers is also tangible, she adds,” It just spills
%% over into seemingly normal life, you know, in every
@4 conversation that you have, especially of course, amongst their
¥ families.”
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%% Other overwhelming feelings were of “sheer gratitude to be
% . . . . A
w4 alive, and conversely, gratitude for those who had died for their ¥
Jg country, for their freedom,” she adds, as well as “Great worry J
DA . . B4
%% for the uncertainty and the future was another feeling across the
%% board.” %
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Pervasive fear

Beyond the immense grief, there is a pervasive fear. “Men
hesitate to go out,” Danielle notes, “afraid of being conscripted
and sent to the front. Among the seven million Ukrainian
refugees who have left the country, many have fled to avoid
military service. This fear has transformed daily life, making
even basic tasks, like finding workers, difficult.”

The separation of families is another profound wound. The JRS
official recalls her meeting with Marta, a Caritas worker who
poignantly describes reality: “It’s like a rocket exploded in every
household.” Husbands, fathers, and sons have left—either to
fight, to flee or to find safety elsewhere—while women remain,
caring for children and the elderly, burdened by uncertainty.

“Again,” Danielle continues, “something a young man said
really stays with me. He said ‘our lives are divided into before
and after; before 24 February 2022 and afterwards. Everything
changed on that horrible day. And we don't even know how to

»

live now anymore’.

3.7 million internally displaced persons

And then of course, local communities in the “safe” regions are
also impacted by the arrival of people from the east of Ukraine
where the war is raging.

“There are three point seven million internally displaced people
in Ukraine,” Danielle says noting that in some regions, like
Transcarpathia “one in every four people is displaced,” a
staggering number that puts “the region at par with countries
hosting the highest number of refugees per capita in the world,
like Lebanon, for example. And, of course, then, there are the
tremendous needs of these internally displaced people
themselves.”

Role of the Church

Amid the devastation, the Church stands as a pillar of support,
providing material, psychological, and spiritual aid. “The
Church is offering people a strong sense of community, a safe
space to pray, to grieve, to rebuild,” Danielle Vella says.

The Jesuits, she explains, have launched initiatives like the
‘Space of Hope’ centre, where the mothers, wives, and children
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#; of soldiers receive psychological support. Caritas and JRS

)
* 4

%% operate shelters, soup Kitchens, childcare services, and
2 educational programs. e
Iyl Ty

%3 “A JRS shelter in Lviv is a haven for displaced grandmothers,
%+« mothers, and children,” Vella says, “They are given time to
i breathe for as much time as they need” to regain some
=% semblance of stability.

¥4 “There are soup kitchens childcare, psychosocial activities for
<% children, education... so much is going on,” she says.

%+ Hope amid despair

¥+ Despite the darkness, signs of hope persist. “The people
+: themselves are the greatest source of hope,” Vella observes.
%% “Their faith—faith in God, in each other, and the future—keeps
v+ them going.”

%% She talks with admiration of the unwavering dedication of Fr.
@+ Mykhajlo, a Ukrainian Jesuit who “crisscrosses the country” to
i offer retreats and pastoral care.

%4+ “His most formidable source of hope is his relationship with
@+ Jesus, without which, he says, he would never have been able
¥z to go to the front, but he does, and he finds that the hope gives
##% him the strength,” she says.

=% Hope is also found in people like Ludmilla, a mother Vella met
%3 at a JRS shelter. “She lost her home to the war after losing her
v+ husband to cancer at just 33 years old.” One of her sons needs
¥ multiple surgeries, she adds, yet she remains resolute. ““When
=% someone depends on you, you don’t just give up,’ she told me.
%% ‘Aslong as you are alive, it is not the end.’”

== Cry for solidarity
#% As the war drags on, the people of Ukraine long for peace—a
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¥+ peace that is just and enduring. “They hope that Ukraine will be
<i able to rebuild, that it will not have to give so many of its &
s resources away, and they hope so much that people will return,
¥+ that refugees will come back,” Danielle says. B
<% But they also know they cannot do it alone. “They look to the =
AO : » . « A . . e
#% world to hope with them,” she affirms. “To stand in solidarity.
© . . . <«
< This external support is so very important!” B
Iy Iy
A <«
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-~ Rev.Fr.|.ROBERT - 4.4.1981

Z" Rev.Fr.C.MICHAEL ANDREWS - 9.4.1975

:{ Rev.Fr.M.SEKAR LOURDURAJ - 10.4.1985

;" Rev.Fr.A.THOMAS - 13.4.1953

;" Rev.Fr.R.JESUDOSS - 16.4.1976

;" Rev.Fr. ANTONY MADALAIMUTHU - 20.4.1971

;" Rev.Fr.S.MARIA JOSEPH - 24.4.1965

;" Rev.Fr.M.VIJAY AMIRTHARAJ - 26.4.1983

;" Rev.Fr.R.AROCKIASAMY - 30.4.1979

;" Rev.Fr.A.VINOTH LOUIS - 30.4.1985
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;v‘ Rev.Fr.M.GEORGE - 23R° APRIL

V:y‘ Rev.Fr.F.JACKSON LOUIS - 23R° APRIL

PO Rev.Fr.S.CHRISTOPHER - 23.4.1996

P Rev.Fr.R.ADIRUBEN NOLASE - 23.4.1996

P Rev.Fr.L.ZACHARIAS - 24.4.2001

P Rev.Fr. G. PACKIANATHAN - 24.4.2007

¥ Rev.Fr. ARUL JYOTHI - 24.4.2007

B Rev.Fr.BOSCO MADALAIMUTHU - 24.4.2007

B Rev.Fr.S.PERIYANAYAGAM - 26.4.1995

% Rev.Fr.R.ARULRAJ - 26.4.1995

% Rev.Fr.A.MADALAIMUTHU - 26.4.1995

35 Rev.Fr.S.MARIA JOSEPH - 27.4.1994 :
Y Rev.Fr.M.IRUDAYARAJ - 28.4.1998
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RevFr. TOVBLONS - 7.41937  RewFr. REVEL - 11.4.1997
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